
MEMORANDUM – ISSUE REVIEW SESSION 
 

TO: Mayor and Council 
THROUGH:  Marilyn DeRosa, Engineering and Transportation Director 
FROM: Brianne Fisher, Mayoral Aide 
 Isaac Chavira, Interim Deputy Engineering Transportation Director  
DATE: April 20, 2021 
SUBJECT: Naming Request Committee      
     

PURPOSE: 
The requesting entity consist of four Tempe residents requesting the City of Tempe bicycle crossing located at the intersection 
of South Sierra Vista Dr. and East Broadway Road be renamed “Joe’s Crossing.” Currently, the sign is presented as a photo 
of a bicycle with the word “crossing”. 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
Requesting Entity Summary (see Attachment 1): 
The requesting entity have highlighted Joseph (Joe) Pospicil’s impact on the City of Tempe, ranging from addressing parking 
and congestion issues, serving as a member of the Neighborhood Advisory Committee (2007-2012), and actively attending 
City Council meetings on a routine basis. The Requesting Entity states that Joe’s public service helped reduce congestion 
along Aepli Drive north of Broadmor Elementary School, making the surrounding area safer for children and neighbors. In the 
Requesting Entity’s summary, it is claimed that Joe’s most tangible impact is the “no parking” sign seen along Aepli Drive 
(pictures found in Attachment 1).  
 
The Requesting Entity emphasized how Joe left a positive mark on the City of Tempe before passing away in 2015. Joe is a 
veteran of United State Air Force. The bicycle crossing in question is in the vicinity of Joe’s old residence. 
 
Procedures for Naming of City Facilities (Resolution R2017.96):   
Tempe City Council adopted a revision to the procedures for naming of city facilities in 2017. An outline of those procedures is 
provided below. 
 
When the Naming Committee reviews a request, the following guidelines are to be applied: 

1. The requesting entity should not be the same as the proposed facility name 
2. The proposed facility name should not be similar to any existing City facility name 
3. The connection between the contribution of the individual and the City facility should be compelling and thoroughly 

explained 
4. The naming request should contain information supporting the affiliation between the individual and the City 
5. The naming request should summarize the individual’s contributions through outstanding community service, 

involvement, or dedication beyond an ordinary interest level that clearly resulted in tangible benefits to the City. 
Examples of tangible benefits to the City may include: 

a. An enhanced well-being and quality of life for City residents 
b. Preservation of the City’s history 
c. Contributions toward the acquisition, development, or conveyance of land, buildings, structures or other 

amenities to the City or community 
d. Local, state or national recognition for work in public service that directly impacted the City 
e. An act of heroism 
f. Any other contribution that resulted in tangible benefits to the City or City residents 

6. The naming request shall not include a proposed facility name for an individual who has been convicted of a felony 
involving moral turpitude 
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7. When submitting a naming request for a deceased individual, the individual must have been deceased at least five 
years 

8. When submitting a naming request for a City of Tempe elected official or employee, it shall be five years of the end of 
that individual’s service or employment 

9. Development or construction of improvements such as public art, living infrastructure, interpretive displays, 
monuments, etc. shall be considered separately from the naming request and must undergo the appropriate 
evaluation by the applicable City Department to ensure the suitable commitment of resources. Examples of 
evaluations include consideration in the annual budget, commission review, public outreach, ongoing maintenance 
costs, required permits and insurance, etc. The requesting entity must include enough detail in their submittal for 
thorough consideration, including detailed funding plans. 

10. Excludes corporate sponsorships 
 
 
Current Bicycle Crossing Signage: 
The crossing sign requested for renaming is considered a mid-block crossing as it does not serve vehicle traffic on the north or 
south sides.  Generally, the standards identified in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for the installation of street 
name signs (including signalized crossings) include the requirement to use upper- and lower-case lettering, the requirement 
for retro reflectivity or illumination, the requirement for the background and font color, as well as guidance on the size of the 
lettering based on the speed limit of the roadway.(see below).  Guidance is not provided on the naming of crossings.  However 
historically, the city has named mid-block crossings according to surrounding features/multi-use paths for which they provide a 
crossing (i.e – Western Canal Path, Kyrene Canal Path).  At the time of design and with no adjacent features, Transportation 
staff looked to other communities who had similar signage for consistency purposes. In research, the city of Tucson was 
identified as having a similar crossing and the crossing sign was indicated as “Crossing”.  Based on this finding, the city 
moved forward with the sign indicating the signalized “Crossing”. 
 
MUTCD Standards: 
2D.43 - 03 The lettering for names of streets and highways on Street Name signs shall be composed of a combination of 
lower-case letters with initial upper-case letters 
 
2D.43 -14 The Street Name sign shall be retroreflective or illuminated to show the same shape and similar color both day and 
night. The color of the legend (and border, if used) shall contrast with the background color of the sign. 
 
2D.43 -18 The only acceptable alternative background colors for Street Name (D3-1 or D3-1a) signs shall be blue, brown, or 
white. Regardless of whether green, blue, or brown is used as the background color for Street Name (D3-1 or D3-1a) signs, 
the legend (and border, if used) shall be white. For Street Name signs that use a white background, the legend (and border, if 
used) shall be black. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
Approving the request would result in a new sign, costing $2900 for (4) new face replacements. This price includes material 
and labor. 
 
POTENTIAL ALTERNATIVES: 
 
Alternative #1 
Install a plaque near the bicycle crossing that identifies the positive impact Mr. Pospicil had. 
 
Alternative #2 
Install a sign or memorabilia near Broadmor Elementary School (where he had the most “impact” according to the Requesting 
Entity Summary).  
 
Alternative #3 
Install a sign on the traffic signal upright that identifies Mr. Pospicil and his contribution to the crossing.  
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ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1: Requesting Entity Summary Request 
Attachment 2: City of Tempe Naming Policy  
Photo Exhibit Pages 4-5 
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Photo Exhibit  
 
Attachment 3: Bicycle Crossing Facing West 
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Attachment 4: Bicycle Crossing Facing East 
 

 































RESOLUTION NO. R2017.96 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TEMPE, ARIZONA, APPROVING REVISIONS TO THE 
PROCEDURES FOR NAMING OF CITY FACILITIES 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Tempe adopted written procedures for naming of City 
facilities, including parks, buildings, structures and rights of way (except for streets and alleys) in 
2012 by Resolution No. 20 12.130; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Tempe desires to revise these procedures to further the establishing 
of fair and consistent procedures for naming of City facilities; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TEMPE, ARIZONA, as follows: 

I. That the procedures for naming of City facilities as set forth on Exhibit A, attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, is hereby approved and adopted. 

2. That should the need arise, the Mayor or his designee is hereby authorized to execute 
any documents that may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this resolution. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TEMPE, 
ARIZONA, THIS 14thday of September, 2017. 

dttJ~ 
M7ri<W. Mitchell, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~ 
Judith R. Baumann, City Attorney 



EXHIBIT A to Resolution No. R2017.96 

Procedure for Naming of City Facilities 

Purpose: 

This document establishes a process for naming a City facility in recognition of an individual or 
organization, and includes procedures to follow when completing a naming request. 

Definitions: 

"City facility," any building, structure or property owned by the City of Tempe and any City right­
of-way excluding the nan1ing of City streets and alleys (the naming or \vhich is governed by 
Chapter 25, Article III of the Tempe City Code). City facility shall include City adn1inistrated 
programs~ 

"Individual," a natural person whose name is submitted as part of, or in whole, as a proposed 
facility name; 

""Organization.~' a group or association of individuals who are joined together either f(wnutlly or 
legally; 

"Felony," an offense involving n1oral turpitude for which a sentence to a term of imprisonment in 
the custody of any state within the United States or the Federal Bureau of Prisons is authorized by 
a law of any state, or the United States; 

"Naming guidelines," suggested information to include in any City facility naming request; 

"Naming request," the City facility naming request and all supporting documentation; 

""Proposed facility name," the City facility name that the requesting entity proposes be adopted by 
the City Council; 

""Requesting entity," the individual, entity, or group that is initiating the naming request; 

"Supporting documentation," any documents used to support the naming guidelines. 

The following information must be included in any City facility naming request: 

1) Current City facility name and street address; 

2) Requesting entity and contact information; 

3) Proposed facility name; 
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4) A written summary that includes information about the individual in the proposed facility 
name. The summary should explain how the individual's contribution relates to any one or 
more of the guidelines listed in the following section; 

5) Proof of consent to the proposed facility name by the individual for whom the City facility is 
to be named or, in the case of a deceased individual, proof of consent of a family or legal 
representative. 

The following guidelines apply to any naming request: 

1) The requesting entity should not be the same as the proposed facility name; 

2) The proposed facility name should not be similar to any existing City facility name; 

3) The connection between the contribution of the individual and the City facility should be 
compelling and thoroughly explained; 

4) The naming request should contain information supporting the affiliation between the 
individual and the City; 

5) The naming request should summarize the individual's contributions through outstanding 
community service, involvement, or dedication beyond an ordinary interest level that clearly 
resulted in tangible benefits to the City. Examples of tangible benefits to the City may include: 

a. An enhanced well-being and quality of life for City residents; 

b. Preservation of the City's history; 

c. Contributions toward the acquisition, development, or conveyance of land, buildings, 
structures or other amenities to the City or community; 

d. Local, state or national recognition for work in public service that directly impacted 
the City; 

e. An act of heroism; 

f. Any other contribution that resulted in tangible benefits to the City or City residents. 

6) The naming request shall not include a proposed facility name for an individual who has been 
convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude. 

7) When submitting a naming request for a deceased individuaL the individual must have been 
deceased at least 5 (five) years. 
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8) When subtnitting a nmning request for a City of ·retnpe elected official or etnployce. it shall 
be after tive (5) years of the end of that individual's service or etnployment. 

9) Developn1ent or construction of itnprovetnents such as public art~ living infrastructure, 
interpretive displays. n1onun1ents, etc. shall be considered separately fron1 the nmning request 
and n1ust undergo the appropriate evaluation by the applicable City Departtnent to ensure the 
suitable commitn1ent of resources. Exan1ples of evaluations include consideration in the 
annual budget, co1nn1ission review·~ public outreach. ongoing n1aintenance costs, required 
penn its and insurance, etc. ·rhe requesting entity n1ust include enough detail in their subn1ittal 
for thorough consideration. including detailed funding plans. 

1 0) Excludes corporate sponsorships. 

Re-Naming: 

The City Council reserves the right to re-name any City facility previously named, if it is 
determined that it is in the best interest of the community that the facility should no longer bear its 
current name. The City Manager shall remove the name from any City facility if the person for 
whom the facility was named has been subsequently convicted of a felony. If a name is removed 
from a facility, it shall immediately revert to its previous name, until the City Council approves a 
new name. 

Procedure: 

·rhe requesting entity shall deliver the natning request. in writing, to the City Clerk· s Oftice. 
Nan1ing requests are reviewed twice per calendar year \Vith due dates of .January 1 and July 1. The 
City Clerk shall detennine if the nmning request is con1pletc and. if so. shall subtnit the nan1ing 
request to the Mayor. ·rhe Mayor shall convene an ad hoc Naming COintnittee to rcvie\v the naming 
request per the guidelines and report its recorntnended action to the City Council. T'he Naming 
Committee shall be made up of eleven ( 11) rnembers. including the current chair, or their designee, 
of the 1) Tetnpe Arts and Culture COintnission~ 2) Library Advisory Board: 3) Neighborhood 
Advisory Con1n1ission: 4) ·rransportation Con1n1ission; 5) Parks, Recreation. Golf, and Double 
Butte Cen1etery Advisory Board: 6) ·rempe lluman Relations Comn1ission: 7) Ten1pe llistoric 
Preservation Comrnission: 8) Mayor's Youth Advisory Con11nission~ 9) city staff member: 1 0) 
n1e1nber at large - teen: and. 11) tnetnber at large. The n1ernbers at large \Vill be selected by the 
\1ayor and shall not be cuiTently serving on a city hoard or comrnission. The Nan1ing Con1n1ittec 
shall be staffed by the ( 'ity !V1anagcr or designee. 

Nan1ing requests recomtnended by the Natning Com1nittee shall be fonvarded to the City Council 
for consideration. Naming requests not recomtnended by the Naming Conunittcc "viii be 
fonvardcd to the City Clcrk~s Office t(Jr notification of the applicant. Naming requests. specific to 
individuals or organizations, not recon1n1ended i()r approval by the Nan1ing Con1rnittee or City 
Council shall not be resubn1itted for a n1ini1nun1 of twenty-four (24) tnonths. 
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l'he reqctesting entity shall deliver the nan1ing request to the City Cleric 'fhe City Clerk shall 
determine if the naming reque:Jt i:; complete and, if :;o~ :;hall submit the naming requef;t to the 
l\4ayor for a:;~;ignn1ent to the appropriate Board, Con1mi:;!;ion or. Committee. The Board, 
Con1mission. or Com1nittee so assigned shall re\ iew the nmning request and report i~s 

rec01nmendation action to the City Council. 

Approval by City Council Resolution shall accomplish the naming of the City facility. 
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